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Lsuoulp really think, that no one, in 1 ality & civili 7 , Which is, f.equently, the attend- 


bis own person, ever exhibited to m nkind so me!- 
ancholy a picture of tl eſhockirg cects IId 
flow from neglecting Heaven; or, so striking a 
warning to all young men, as my self. Blessed 
with the offered advantages of a liberal education, 
in direct opposition to the dictates of my con- 
scienge, I spent the opportunity, but too much, 
in criminal indulgence. In consequenge of this, I 
retired from the University, with a depraved 
heart, instead of an improved understanding; and 
wich increased pass:ons, but a debilitated con- 
stitution. . 
It was rct mary years, Ic ever, beſore ! 
ventured to warty a viitucus M man. Iendev- 


ored to supply the want of d»mes/ic comferis, and 


real pleasures, by the fictitious ones of dissip- 


ation, and public diversions: and the event 
proves a suffigient answer to all the arguments I 
have brought in favor of Card-playing, and As- 
semblies. My wife was a virtuous woman; but 


The assogiates ſhe met with, at these plages, soon 


] et her into the secret of my extreme debility: 
and ſi e had the misfortune to be seduged, by a 
young Offiger, who came to breakfast with her 
(having danged with her, the night before, at the 
Assembly) while I was reading eleven o clock 


prayers at the Cathedral. Consgious of my weak- 
nes bore with I cc amours, till my hors were ob- 
served in every company. I had too, already, giv- 


en universal offence to my friends, by a talent, 
which Vanity persuaded me I was possessed 
of, for scribbling in the news-papers. 

Deserted by the wife of my boscm, and neglect- 


ed by my friends; with one or two children who 
called me father, I sought an asylum at B— d, 


& was regeived & entertained with all the hospit- 
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ant of an affluent & trading people. I ſelt my 
misfortunes allev.ated by their kindnesses, till 
refused an office I was, in fact, by no means 
qualified to fulfil, I Fad the morification to 
observe a most worthy young Gentleman, who 
had taken a road, exactly the reverse of 
mine, in life, elected in my stead. As he preac- 
ed with perfect candor the doctrines which 
every improved underitanding must CCL ce 
ficm the sc11ptires,ar.d ferverced lis piccets 
by his example: the popvlar atterticn hurg con 
his words, as the poiscned f} afts of Envy fell 
upon my heart. 

I scug ht for ease in ret emer, in travel: ing, 
in publiehir g my spleen: but, in van have I 
invented the most infamous lies to defame him, 
in vain have I attacked his respectable friends, 
who never gave me the smallest offençe; he re- 


mai s, notwithstanding all my efforts, caressed 


and resected, while I am neglected and forgot- 
ten, except by a few who give me a dinner now 
and then, that I may behave well to their child- 
ren at school; or sometimes by a country Squire 
who sends for me to make up a party at cards 

and calls me a d—d fool | upon every other occa- 
sion. I have sometimes sought for repentance at 
the sacred altar and once thought ] had found it 
there, but alas! I yet remain a melancholy memen- 
to that repentance is sometimes witheld from the 


living when they seek it not in sincerity. The 


law!ess outcasts of society help me to rail at my 
misfortunes; and are become now my dearest 
companions. In solitude @ Icar, black coated Sper- 
ire chases away my peace; while it lifts up its 
eyes to Heaven, in smiling composure and seems 
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